I.  INTRODUCTION


Congratulations on either your new calling or your interest in serving the many family history enthusiasts we have coming to search at the Orange Family History Center.  (OFHC)


Your assignment will be one of great responsibility, since the Family History Center is a vital asset to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in promoting eternal families as loved ones search their kindred dead, as well as serving nonmembers of the Church who are interested in genealogical research.


This introduction is designed to acquaint you with some basic concepts which you should be aware of at the outset of your library service.  To enable you to learn of your new duties and opportunities, this Staff Training Manual should be carefully studied.  The fundamentals of Family History Center service will be outlined in this manual, and various tools of family history research will be discussed.  Proper use of this manual will help you to effectively fulfill your calling so that you and the public you serve will gain from this experience.  


Use the checklist found at the front of this manual to guide your study.  The director, and staff training coordinator, directs the overall staff training program.  A member of the staff will be personally assigned to answer your questions and assist you to complete this manual.  Usually this will be the staff trainer or the lead person on shift with you.  By the same token, you should expect eventually to be called upon to help newer staff members.

II.   MISSION OF THE CHURCH


The First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints has declared that the mission of the church is threefold: 

1. To proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to every nation, kindred, tongue and people.

2. To perfect the Saints by preparing them to receive the ordinances of the gospel. 

3. To redeem the dead by performing vicarious ordinances of the gospel for those who have lived on the earth without having the opportunity to do this themselves                         The mission of the Family History Department supports and sustains the mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.   The term "mission" is defined as the basic purpose or chief function. 

  


III.   MISSION OF THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER


The mission of the Family History Library and Family History Centers is to provide the library services and resources needed to assist church members in accomplishing their genealogical research and name submission responsibilities and to further the writing of personal and family histories.  


As a Family History Center, our purpose therefore is two fold:



(1) Making genealogical records available



(2) Giving personal research assistance
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